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| COLOSS. um 1. 
ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeck thoſe 


things that are, above, where Chriſt ſit- 


teth on the right hand of God. 


HIS Epiſtle is an eminent Inſtance of 

; St. Paul's indefatigable Pains to preſerve 
the Faith; and makes us ſenſible with how 

much reaſon it was, that he put the care of all the 
Churches, into the Catalogue of his Sufſerings for the 
Crols of Chriſt, He had never ſeen theſe Coloſſians 
to whom he writes; and therefore they could nut 
properly be reckon'd to the number of his Con- 
verts ; (tho Epaphras who preach'd the Goſpel to 
'em, Was his Fellow-labourer, and perhaps his Di- 
ſciple;) but ſo ſoon as he heard they were in 
danger of being ſeduced by Falſe-Teachers, he gives 
em to underſtand they were in the number of thoſe 
within his Care; and when thoſe wicked Men en- 
deavour'd to corrupt the ſincerity of the Faith, un- 
der the ſpecious Pretences of Humility and Dilci- 
pline, to perſwade them to addreſs to God by — 
B e. 
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Mediation of Angels, becauſe they were unworthy 
to approach the Divine Majeſty themſelves, and to 
continue in the obſervance of the Me/atcal Legal 
Rites and other ſuperſtitious Ceremonies, as if in 
their own Nature they had ſome real efficiency: 
We fce his Zeal is immediately rouz'd, and he 
loſes no time in aſſerting the Dignity and Liberty 
of the Goſpel. He affirms the knowledge of Chriſt 
to be more excellent and divine, than the molt ſub 
lime Speculations thoſe boaſters of Knou ledge could 
arrive at: He ſhews it to be ſo perfect and com 
pleat, that true Wiſdom was conſummated in it, 
without any other aid. He informs them, that 
Chriſt was infinitely ſuperiour to the Angels, "who 
were only his Servants to execute his Pleaſure; and 
that we being 1econciled ro God by Him, have im- 
mediate acceſs to God m all our neceſſities; and tells 
them, that having given up their Names to Chriſt, 
they were to follow Him alone; and in the Method 
he had directed. In a moral Senſe they had died, 
were buried, and had riſen again in Chriſt; and 
therefore he inſers, they muſt endeavour to follow 
him in his Aſcenſion too; If ye then be riſen with 
Chriſt, [eek thoſe things that are Above. To return to 
their former Practices, or to retain thoſe mean and 
beggarly Rudiments which made up fo great a part 
ot their Religion, before they were converted to 
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the Chriſtian Faith, was to fruſtrate the end of it: 
That Faith carried their Eye ſtill forward, and 
it they kept to the Integrity of it, would certain] 
conduct them to that place, where Chriſt ſitteth at 
the right hand of God 

The Text has little need of explication, for to 
riſe with Chriſt is (as we find it explain'd in che 
ſixth Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans, and the 
fourth Verſe) to walk in newneſs of life; or (as it is 
exprelsd in the 7th Chapter and the 6th Verle) 
to ſerve God in newneſs of Spirit; for by Baptiſm we 
enter'd into a new Covenant, and oblig'd our (elves 
to the oblervance of a new Religious Inſtitution, 
which is ſpiritual and reaſonable, and calls us to 
ſuch a courſe of Thoughts and Actions as is agree- 
able thereunto. By the things that are above, are in 
general underſtood the Joys of Heaven, that Life 
and Immortality which is brought to light through the 
Goſpel, thoſe things which are only ſpiritually diſcern'd, 
and which nothing but a reaſonable Service can en- 
title us to. And from the Text thus underſtood, 
we learn, 


Firſt, That the proper object of a Chriſtian's 
purſuit, che things he ought to ſeek and labour 
tor, are not to , tound in this World, They 
are Above. 
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Secondly, That the true Chriſtian Life will dif- 
cover it (elf in the tendency of our Aims and En- 
deavours, Practices will be ſuitable to the Principles 
from whence they ſpring ; and therefore St. Paul 
expects it as a reaſonable Evidence of a Chriſtian's 
Sincerity, If ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things 
that are Above, 


Thirdly, That the ſtrongeſt Motive and greateſt 
Fncouragement to this Duty is, that the things we 
ſeek, not only aze where Chriſt is, but where he is 
veſted with all Power and Honour, Where be ſits at 


the right hand of God. 


And therefore J ſhall in che Fourth and Laſt 
place, inſtance in ſome Means whereby we may 
arrive at this End, and which are requiſite to all 
luch as ſincerely ſeek thoſe things that are Above. 


| begin with che firſt, That the proper object 
of a Chriſtian's purſuit, the things he ought to ſeek 
and labour for, are not to be found inthis World. 
They are above. 

'Tis the excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, 
that her Faith is the molt ſublime, and her Pre- 
cepts the moſt reaſonable : That both tend to the 
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Perfection of our Natures, and both carry us to 
a compleat and adequate object of our deſires And 
for this reaſon it is, that a Chriſtian is forced to 
get above the World, before he can come within 
the proſpect of his Reward, for nothing in the 
World comes up to this Character. For, a com 
pleat and perfect Object of Deſire or Love, in- 
cludes neceſſarily in ic theſe two Qualifications. 
Firſt, that it extend to the utmoſt ſtreich of our 
{dea's concerning it; and Secondly, that it have va- 
riety and always endure. It muſt firſt 1 ſay, be at 
leaſt equal to the Idea we have conceiv'd of it, for 
ocherwiſe we are cheated in the frui ion, hopes and 
expectations are high rais'd, and link at laſt in dif- 
appointment, and it mult likewiſe yield variety 
and always endure, for otherwile ſatiety will grow 
upon us, the ſame things conſtantly cannot always 
pleaſe , the Mind is reſtleſs, and will not abide 
where it can no longer make new Diſcoveries ; but 
when it has turn'd a thing on all ſides, and ſeen 
through it, it preſently flies off to a freſh Object. 
Apply we this now to Heaven and the World. In 
the Preſence of God (i. e. in Heaven) is fulneſs of 
7oy, tis abſolutely impoſſible to extend our imagi- 
nations ſo as fully to comprehead the ſmalleſt de- 
grees of it : And at his right Hand are Pleaſures for 


evermore : Pleaſures freſh and ever flowing, a _— 
els 
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leſs ſtore of Wiſdom and Knowledge, u here 
the active Mind ſhall find it ſelf perpetually ta- 
ken up in new Searches : Brighter Rays ſhall gra- 
dually ſpring in upon it, and the preſent ſatisfa- 
ction ſhall not hinder 2 conſtant Progreſs in Im- 
provement and Pleaſure. And what now like this 
can the World afford? What can it offer, that does 
not cheat and baffle our Expectations in the Plea- 
{ures it promis d? Lec the Appeal be to thoſe who 
have had the molt Experience, and they cannot but 
with Shame and Confuſion own, that a weak rea. 
ſon and ſtrong imagination give charms to the 
World, that ate never to be found in it. How 
lifeleſs and inſipid a thing is Grandeur, to thoſe 
that have bin born to, or long enjoy d it? And 
how ſick oftentimes are they of that pageantry and 
glitter that dazles the Eyes of lookers on at a di- 
ſtance ? They know and feel robe a burden, what 
others eſteem their Happineſs to conſiſt in; and 
Hiſtory affords many Examples of great Men, 
who have thrown it off as an intolerable Yoke, 
whilft the unexperienced about them have bin con- 
tending who ſhould next get it on. But then ſup. 
poſe the World to be at preſent as agreeable as can 
be imagin d, will it always continue? Or will it 
always be new ? By no means: So much the con- 
trary, that nothing in its own Nature is more un- 

| certain 
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certain and fugitive, There muſ: be a concurrence 
of many Circumſtances, to make the World move 
eaſily with us; but the leaſt Wheel out of otder, 
puts a full ſtop to the Machine; an hundred things 
may obſtruct our coming within the reach of what 
we aim at, and as many may prevent the enjoy. 
ment afterwards ; but if both ſucceed, yet it is 
certain they will come to an end, and generally 
(peaking, to a very ſhort one: For there wants that 
variety that ſhould keep up the gouſt, the ſame 
ching over and over palls the Appetite, it grows 
into neglect, and at laſt becomes Nauſeous. A 
ſhort ſurvey carries the Eye immediately over the 
whole Continent of Pleaſure, where all the Trea- 
ſure and Riches are carefully expos'd to view, and 
yet a miſerable Sterility appears, and to an intelli- 
gent obſerver, a Soil ſo unpromiſing as utterly dil- 
courages the hopes of improvement or diſcovery. 
And this ſhews the Wiſdom of the Chriſtian's choice, 
who has judiciouſſy fixt his heart where true joys are 
to be found : Who by frequent Meditation and Ab- 
traction from the World, has learnt to have his Con. 


verſation in Heaven, whilſt he lives upon Earth, and 


who labours with all imaginable Aſſiduity, to en- 
title himſelf to thoſe Pleaſures that ſhall never a- 
bate either in their reliſh or duration He makes 
ir the great buſineſs of his Life to ſtrengthen his 

Faith, 
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Faith, and weaken his Appetites. By frequent and 


vigorous Reflections to go as far as he can into the 
ſcrutiny of a future Life, and get if poſſible a 
glymps of thoſe things that eye hath not ſeen. And 
by Moderation and Temperance, and a prudent 
ſelf-denial to withdraw every day more and more 
from thoſe low and deſpicable Enjoyments, which 
diſcover ſo much Poverty and Malignity in their 
Nature. And if he do not ſeriouſly and heartily 
do this, he takes up only a bare Name and a Profel- 
ſion, but is really neither Dead nor Buried, nor Ni- 
ſen agam with Chriſt. For the true Chriſtian lite * 
will diſcover it ſelf in the tendency of our Aims 
and Endeavours, Practices will be ſuitable to the 
Principles from whence they ſpring, and therefore 
St. Paul expects it as a reaſonable evidence of a 
Chriſtian's Sincericy, If ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek 
thoſe things that are Above. 

This is my ſecond Particular, and is ſo very 
obvious as ſcarce to admit of any thing by way of 
Proof and Confirmation. For if one that has too 
much already ſtill drudges on for more; if he pro- 
ceeds to add Land to Land, and Money to Money, 
to encreaſe an heap that is already overgrown, and 
in the mean time neglects to ſupply the neceſſities 
of his Neighbour, nay, perhaps his own juſt Oc- 
caſions: Shall ſuch an one perlwade us his Treaſure 
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is in Heaven? We are better inform'd. by ſeeing 
where his Heart is It he really ſought thole 
thiogs that are above, he would uſe theſe below 
after another manner; he would endeavour to 
make to bimſelf Friends of the Menmon of Wnrighte- 
ouſneſs, by applying it to thole ends tor which God 
had given it, by decently ſupporting his Family and 
his Character, and liberally relieving the wants of 
other Men. So when we fee a Man indulge him. 
(elf in Luxury and Eaſe, and make proviſion for the 
Fleſh, to fulfill the Luſts thereof, ſhall we chink he has 
a rcliſh for ſpiritual Things, or chat his Thoughts 
are turn d towards them? Tis impoſſible, it can- 
not be; for daily experience ſhews us, that when- 
ever the Mind is in good earneſt employ'd another 
way, the Body will grow into neglect of courle. 
How many Inſtances have we known and heard of 
People, who in the purſuit of their Studies, and 
in eager 3 to Buſineſs, have even forgot 
the neceſſary refreſhments of Food and Repoſe, 
and carried on their Labours to the impairing of 
their Strength? Much leſs could they attend to a 
Bill of Fare, or be ſollicitous what Proviſion was 
made ſor the Table, or in what manner it was pre- 
par d. As Thought is of the Eſſence of the Mind, 
(for it cannot be and not think,) ſo our Words 
and Actions will ſhew which way it is turn ' d, for 
out of the abundance of the Heart, the Mouth ſpeaketh, 
| C | 
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and the Tree will certainly be diſcover d by its Fruits; 
and therefore vain and empty Pretenſtons are not 
only unproficable, but fooliſh ; for as they do not 
recommend any one to God's Approbation, ſo nei- 
ther can they impoſe upon a conſidering Man, 
The Coloſſians were buried with Chriſt in Bap- 
tiſm, and in the ſame Sacrament they aroſe wich 
him through the Faith of the operation of God (i. e.) 
their immerſion into Water, was figuratively 
fignify'd a Death, a diſclaiming, and renouncing 
of their former Lives, and their ariſing again out 
of the Water intimated, that they were riſen to a 
new Life, to a Life of Faith, which ſhould be 
wrought in them through the operation of the 
Bleſſed Spiric. They took a final leave not only 
of their Sins and Follies, but of their former Do- 
ctrines and Religious Uſages, whereof ſome were 
plauſible and ſpecious in appearance, but had no 
real efficacy in themſelves; and they profeſs d to 
lead a life for the future conformable to the Do- 
ctrine of Chriſt, and to the bright example he had 
ſer before their Eyes. This St. Paul tells em was 
the meaning of Baptiſm, and this was what they 
had undertaken ; but he is far from allowing that 
they had actually done it, on the other hand his 
Expoſtulations imply the contrary. If ſays he, 
ye are dead with Chrift to the Rudiments of the World, 
why as tho living in the World are ye ſubjett to Ordi. 
| nances ? 
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nances ? With what Face can ye pretend to a Religy 
on, which admits of nothing but what tends to E- 
dification, and yet at the ſame time continue in thoſe 
Uſages which contradict that Pretenſion? and then 
a little below follow the Words of the Text, if ye 
then be riſen with Chriſt, it ye till perſiſt in the Pro- 
feſſion, give proof of it, keep your Eyg ſtill upon 
Chriſt, and let the Cauſe produce its Effect; for 
he repeats it again, ye are Dead, Dead to all your 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, if ye are really alive in Chriſt. 
And after a particular enumeration of almoſt the 
whole Catalogue of Vices and Paſſions, to which 
they were ſubject in their unregenerate State, he ar- 
gues that it is impoſſible they ſhould relapſe into 

'em again, if they were Faithful and Sincere. 
| come now to my third Particular, that the 
ſtrongeſt Motive, and greateſt Encouragement to 
us to ſeek thoſe things that are above, # : Not only 
that they are where Chrilt is, but where he is veſt- 
ed with all Power. and Honour, where be fits at the 
right Hand of God. And that for theſe Reaſons, 
becauſe he is our Redeemer, our Mediator, makes 
amends for our Defects, by his own Merits, and 
ſhall at laſt be our judge. And firſt, becauſe he 
is our Redeemer :- Tis no (mall inducement to a 
Man to do good Offices to any Perion, to whom 
he remembers that he has bin kind before: Where 
we give Marks of our Eſteem and Affection, the 
C 2 very 
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very doing of it creates an encreaſe of 'em, and 
we cannot chule but reflect, that the former be- 
nefi:s are thrown away and loſt, if the good will 
be diſcontinu'd, And from hence we may con- 
clude, how much our Saviour is concern'd in our 
Welfare, and with how much Aſſurance we ma 

look for his Aſſiſtance, when we ſeek thoſe things 
that are Above, For all that he has done and ſuf. 
fer'd for us, is loſt, if he do not ſtill continue to be 
our Benefactor; tis in vain, that he took human 
Nature upon him, ſpent his Life in a low and in- 
digent condition, ſubmitted to the Malice and Con- 
tradition of Sinners, reſign d himſelf to a painful 
Death upon the Croſs, went down into the Grave, 
roſe again from the Dead, and aſcended into Heaven 
to take poſſeſſion of his Inheritance. Tis in vain 
I ſay, that he has done all this, if he does not ſtill 
continue to us his Grace, and aſſiſt us in our En- 
deavours, to arrive at that happy Manſion which 
he has purchaſt and 8 for us; and therefore 
we may aſſure our ſelves he will do it, he will not 
leave us, nor forſake us; but he that gave us proofs 
of his Love, as great as God himſelf could con- 
trive, when we were ina ſtate of Enmity and Re- 
| bellion againſt him, will undoubtedly favour us 
now he has made us his own, Redeem'd us with 
his moſt precious Blood, entitled himſelf to our 


Service, nay, taken us into the place of Brethren 
and Friends, But 
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But a ſecond reaſon why Chriſt's being in Hea- 
ven, and at the right hand of God, is ſo ſtrong a 
Motive and Encouragement to draw our Endea- 
vours that way, is, that he is our Mediator ; for 
he has felt all the Infirmities of our Nature, and 
born the weight of all our Follies ; and this enables 
him to ſolicit our Cauſe at another rate than the 
whole Angelick Hoſt could do, who have only been 
lookers on : He knows, and never fails to repreſent 
to the Father, how weak, how frail we are, with 
what violence and impetuoſity we are aſſaulted by 
Temprations, and how little ſtrength we have to 
oppole againſt em. He knows how much our 
Reaſon is darken'd by our Paſſions ; and is there- 
fore ready to plead our Excuſe, when we err and 
miſtake. . When through blindneſs we wander out 
of the Way, he is at hand to guide our Steps aright, 
He begs encreaſe of Grace for us, greater degrees of 
Light and Knowledge, and ſtrength proportionable 
to the Difficulties we encounter; and vhilſt we keep 
our Faces towards Sion, though we may move ſlow- 
ly and heavily, and with many incumbrances about 
us, yet he will infallibly take care that we {hall 
advance in our Progrels, that every ſtep we make 
' ſhall be leſs tireſome than the other; and that at 
laſt we ſhall arrive ſafe at ihe Region ot eternal 


Happinels. 
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A chird, and indeed the ſtrongeſt Encouragement 
that of all others we can poſſibly conceive, to our 
Endeavours towards Heaven is, that all their De- 
fects ſhall be ſupply'd by the infinite Merits of our 
Lord and Saviour. The Goodneſs of God is inhi- 
nite, and his Mercy is over all his Works: but 
yet we ſhould dread to approach him, and enter 
into his Preſence full of diffidence and confuſion, 
when we conſider how conſtantly, how provo 
kingly we offend him, and that the imaginations of 
the thoughts of our Hearts are evil, and that continually 
as they come from our ſelves; but when we perceive 
that Chriſt himſelf comes in to our Relief, whoſe 
Merits infinitely outweigh our Offences, and char 
he graciouſly vouchſates ro place 'em all to our 
Account, we approach the Throne of Grace with a 
becoming Confidence, and not only know out ſel ves 
ſafe from the Indignation and Vengeance of the 
Father which we had juſtly incurr'd ; bur we take 
courage to plead for Favour and Reward in his 
Name, and ſhall in the end undoubtedly obtain it. 

The fourth and laſt Encouragement to our Re- 
ligious Endeavours is, that Chriſt (hall be our 
Judge ; and this gives Lite and Spirit to *em : For 
he whole Compaſſion humbled him to the laſt de- 
gree for our ſakes, he ſhall determine of our eternal 
Miſery or Happineſs. He who knows the Infirmi- 
tics of our Nature, who takes the Will for che 


Deed, 
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Deed, and admits honeſt Endeavours in lieu of per- 
fect Obedience; nay, he who at all times ſuccours 
and afhſts us, tis he alone has Authority to ſay 
how far he will accept us. In ſhort, he who is 
our Redeemer, our Interceſſor, our Brother, and 
our Friend. He who under all theſe Titles we may 
aſſure our ſelves will mitigate the rigour of Juſtice, 
and bring it down to the lowelt pitch by his abun- 
dant Mercy and Indulgence, He {hall be our Jadge. 
A Judge that is only 'cloath'd with Juſtice is dread- 
ful, and miſerable Man, under the ſenſe of his own 
Imperfections, and the Difficulties he muſt ſtruggle 
with, would abſolutely deſpair of eternal Life, and 
lay aſide the thoughts of it as a fruitleſs purſuit, if 
he muſt expect the Reward from ſuch a hand: but 
Mercy and Goodneſs keep his hopes alive; Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion 2 warmth and vigour 
to em; and the wonderful amazing Proofs that 
Chriſt has given him of his Love, entirely diſpel 
his Fears; and turn his hopes into aſſurance, when 
he knows that his doom is to come from thoſe gra- 
cious Lips. | 
come now to the fourth thing I propos d, 
which was, to inſtance in ſome means whereby we 
may arrive at our deſired end; and which are re 
quiſite to all ſuch as ſincerely feek thoſe things that 
are Above; and at preſent I ſhall only mention three; 
Contemplation, Prazer, and Charity. . 
| And 
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And firſt, I ſay, Contemplation is a proper means 
whereby we ſeek thoſe things that are above: It is 
indeed the principal means whereby we ſeek the 
knowledge and diſcovery of em; but | Ipeak now 
of the manner, of ſeeking ſo as to obtain em, tor 
that is the import of the Word in the Text. 

A Man is half cured cf his Folly that can but 
be brought to a ſerious conſideration of it, for the 
chief artifice of the World lies in amuſing our 
Minds, and keeping them in an hurry with ſhifc 
and variety of Trifles, and affording as little inter- 
miſſion as poſſible for reflection: And its no won- 
der, that People, fond in the purſuit of worldly 
Pleaſures, ate lazily content to be ſo dealt with; 
for it muſt be contcls'd they will find ſomething 
difficult and painful in ſerious thinking, not only 
as it is properly and truly a labour of the Mind, 
and requires cloſe application and attention, but 
as it croſſes che courſe of their Inclinations, by dil: 
covering their falſe Notions, confuting their weak 
Reaſonings, reproving their abſurd Practices, and 
calling them to a neu, and, at firſt, unpleaſant 
method of Thought and Action: For the change 
from one extream to another; from this viſible and 
carnal World, to the inviſible and Spiritual; from 
theſe things below, to thoſe that are above, will not 
be effected without ſome reluctancies in the begin- 
nings, and often looking back upon the old acquain- 

tance. 
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tance. But the more difficultly Men are brought 
to this, the more reaſon we have to preſs it impor. 
tunately upon them, to beſeech them in Chriſt's 
Name to be reconcil'd to God ; to think in time 
what they are doing, and whither they are going : 
And if they will not be brought to this, they not 


only offend _ the light of the Goſpel, but 


degrade themſelves below the reaſonable Nature ; 
for with what face can they pretend to ſo noble a 
Principle as an immortal Soul, that reſolve to be 
ignorant of its proper buſineſs, and wherein the 
Dignity of its Nature conſiſts. And if they will 
once leriouſly ſet themſelves to learn this, they will 
not be far from the Kimgdom of God: They will then 
begin to perceive what are, and what are not Ob- 
jects worthy of their Conſideration ; the Face of 
God will ſhine upon 'em, and as the Soul makes 
higher flights, the contemptible World will dwindle 
and vaniſh : New Scenes will open and diſcloſe 
themſelves, and they will quickly come to be ex- 
perimentally convinc'd, that an habit of thinking 
in this Life, is previouſly requiſite to a Life of 
Contemplation hereafter, 

A ſecond means whereby we ſeek thoſe things 
that are above is Prayer. This is indeed in ſome 
meaſure an anticipation of the future Life, and en- 
tering into poſſeſſion of Celeſtial Joys; for by this 
we make the neareſt approach to, and are admitted 

into 
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into Converſation with God himſelf, Contemplation 
only gives us, (if I may be allow'd to exprels it ſo) 
the proſpect of Him at a diſtance, it ſeems to ſer 
him before us, rather as an object of the Under- 
ſtanding than the Affection; but Prayer brings him 
cloſe to us, gives us a full and diſtinct view of his 
infinite Perfections; enables us to diſcover every 
day more and moe how adorable, how amiable 
He is; we taſte and feel, as the Plalmilt exprelles ir, 
(hat the Lord is good: That He only is good, and 
from expcrience we come to find, that nothing can 
give a true, ſubſtantial, laſting Pleaſure, but 
the enjoyment of him, By this means we ſecure 
to our lelves the concurrence and co-operation of 
his Grace, and in the moſt effectual manner pre: 
vent the danger of ever being ſurpriz d or over 
come by a Tempracion ; for then we are able to 
lay with St. Paul, We can do all things through Chriſt 
that ſtrengthens us. Then we {hall be able to ask 
with confidence, as he did, who ſhall ſeparate us 
from the Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord? 
What Obſtacles, what Diſtreſſes, what Temptati- 
ons, what Powers, are able to interpoſe betwixt 
Him and us? None, none of thele things can pre: 
vent that bleſſed Union, when God himlelt is pleas'd 
to favour it; and that he certainly and undoubtedly 
does ſo oft as the Soul, in ſenſe of her own weak- 
neſs and impotence, has recourſe to him for ſuccour. 
Ot 


1 


Of all others, Prayer is the molt likely means to 
purify our Hearts, and from hence we know is the 
ſouice and ſpring of all our irregular Deſires; 

it we could keep Temptations from entering here, 
they would be weak and inſignificant of themſelves, 
for they are empty, and cold, and lifeleſs in their 
own Nature; but if they can prevail to be taken 
notice of and obſerved, they have a falie Beauty 
that {parkles in the Eyes, and a great many Atts 
of Inſinuation to make their way to our Hearts; 
but he that frequently addreſſes to God, will not 
dare to give admiſſion to them, for he knows they 
will endeavour to keep poſſeſſion, he knows it will 
be very hard to get em out again; and tho' they 
may pretend to be modeſt, to be content wich a 
little corner, to lie as it were out of the way, and 
promile never to ſhew themſelves unſeaſonably, 
or to interfere with nobler Thoughts, yet this is but 
pretence ; they will inſenſibly inlarge their Quarters, 
and be in great danger of engroſſing che whole. 
Indeed they mult have the whole, if they can pre. 
vail to keep a part, for God will never accept a 
Share; and therefore he that prays as he ought 
will quickly diſmiſs 'em; he will have fo lively a 
ſenſe of God's Preſence, as will fill him with con- 
fuſion, to preſent before him a blemiſh'd Devotion, 
and an Heart not entire. 
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The third means whereby we ſeek thoſe things 
that are Above is Charity, or Love, This is that im- 
mortal Virtue that ſhall outlive all the reſt, that 
ſhall accompany us to Heaven, and there become 
the buſineſs of the place ; and therefore 'tis no won- 
der if it be made abſolutely requiſite here to all 
that will maintain a Title co that future Inheri- 
tance. 

The word Charity in Scripture does often com- 
prehend our whole Duty to our Neighbour ; but 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, it is that Affection of the Mind, 
whereby we are kindly diſpos'd towards all Men, 
and ready to ſupply them as their Occaſions may 
require, and our Abilities permit, wich ſuch things 
as of common right they could not demand. And 
this Affection alone is Charity, and acceptable to 
God, when nothing more is in our Power; we 
are really Charitable when we with well to thoſe 
whom we cannot aſſiſt, and pray to God to be 
their Benefactor: But if we indeed have this Vir. 
tue, it will demonſtrate it ſelf in Actions as oft as 
it can; for good Offices flow from it neceſſarily, 
as Effects from their Caules ; and where ever any 
Man forbears to do good to another, when ir is in 
his Power, we may infallibly be aſſur'd, he wants 
the Principle from whence it ſhould ſpring. And 
that no Man may deceive himſelf, and think he 
has Charity when he has not, tis always eaſie for 

him. 
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him to examin his own Heart, and the Truth will 
manifeſtly diſcover it ſelf. Let him ask whether 
he ſincerely wiſhes well to all Men, whether he 
heartily rejoyces in their Welfare, whether he con- 
tributes to it as often as he has Opportunity and A- 
bility, whether he does it to their Minds, as well 
as their Bodies, with relation to the Future, as well 
as the preſent Life ; and if his Heart can honeſtly 
anſwer him in the Affirmative to theſe Queſtions, 
he is a Charitable, a truly Charitable Man, and 
will reap the Fruits of that Admirable Vertue, both 
here and hereafter, *Tis by this alone that we can 
demonſtrate our love to God, and without it he 
will accept of no other Teſtimony ; for as St. Paul 
tells the Corinthians, if I give my Body to be burnt, and 
have not Charity, it profiteth me nothing. This ſounds 
ſomething ſtrange; for our Bleſled Lord, the great 
Example and Author of Love, has told us, that 
reater Love hath no Man than this, that a Man lay 
down his Life for his Friend, and what can I do to 
gain Belief, if it be not ſufficient to ſeal the Truth 
wich my Blood? Why St. John tells you in a very 
ſhort word, Love your Brother, this and nothi 


elle without it, is evidence in the caſe; for he that 
ſays he loves God, and hates his Brother, is a Lyar. A 
Man may be a Martyr to his Pride or his Humour, 
and ſomething of this kind St. Paul ſuppoſes in 
che preſent inſtance; he had. bin bred amongſt the 
Phariſees, 
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Phariſees, the greateſt pretenders in the World, and 
he had ſeen pretences of Sanctity and Zeal, carry 
Men a great way where true Religion was not at 
the bottom; many times tothe hazard, and ſome- 
times even to the giving up of their Lives. But 
let *em be carried as far as they would, they were 
not actuated by the love of God, if it did not ap- 
pear in their love to Mankind. Let us therefore 
my Brethren, manifeſt our Love to God, by our 
Love to hs Offspring ; we are Members one of a- 
nother, and ought, nay indeed, can ſcarce ſorbear, 
to have a fellow feeling of each others lufirmities; where- 
ever theretore we delcern a Mans Wants in any 
kind, let us relieve him, or rather ler us relieve 
our ſelves, for if we have Humanity, we mult be 
toucht with them: Freely we have Recery d, let us freely 
Give, 'tis applicable ro Temporal, as well as Spi- 
ritual Goods. God has honour'd the Rich in this 
World, with the Title of his Stewards; but if they 
do not dilpenle what he has entruſted em with ac- 
cording to his Intention, they are falle and unfaith- 
ful: The Office is Miniſterial, the Goods are not 
their own, and they muſt be accounted for. 
Charity is a word of a large Extent, and as we 
ſeldom ice any Body that is entirely deſtitute of 
it in all its Parts, ſo we rarely find a Man that pra- 
ctices the ſeveral parts of it wich an equal Tenour. 
Some are very free of their Advice and Inſtruction, 


have 
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have great Compaſſion upon Ignorance and Folly ; 
and we mult own, it is a noble Charity to re- 
lieve em; but theſe Men can look upon the bod; 
ly Wants of their Neighbours with leſs Tenderneſs, 
and give us too much cauſe to ſuſpect, that they 
are liberal in the other Kind, becauſe ic coſts em 
nothing. On the other fide, tis no uncommon 
thing to ſee People free of their Purles, ready to 
Diſtribute, and willing to Communicate, where Miſery 
and Diſtreſs call for their Aid, and this too, mult 
be allowed to be Generous and Praiſe worthy; but 
if we perceive 'em at the ſame time to be uncon- 
cern'd for their Spiritual and Intellectual Wants, 
*ris a manifeſt Indication that the Virtue is Com- 
plexional, we cannot chuſe but reflect, that this is 
more likely to ſpring from Vanity, Oſtentation, 
or a natural Tenderneſs of Mind, than from the 
Divine and reaſonable Principle of Charity, which 
according to their Nature, has a ſutable regard to 
Exigencies of all kinds. 

And here I cannot forbear to obſerve, to the 
immortal Honour of this City and her Magiſtrates, 
that Charity in its true Latitude, ſeems to have 
bin cultivated by her with as much Application, as 
by any other Society whatſoever, Piety and Vertue 
have always ſhar'd in her Care, and in ſpight of 
the Degeneracy of the preſent Age, ſhe has car: 
ried on her endeavours for Reformation of Man- 

ners. 
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ners ſeriouſly, and in ſome meaſure Succeſsfully : 


God of his Mercy ſtrengthen the Hands of all thoſe 
that take Pains in ſo good a Work, and grant that 
they may every day get Ground, and See and Re- 
joyce in the Fruit of their Labours, | 

The Munificence and Liberality of the City, is 
ſeen in her publick Foundations and Hoſpitals, and 
here Proviſion is made for the Mind, as well as 
the Body, the Intention of the Benefactors is ho- 
nourably purſu'd in the Execution, and the Care 


of the Governors is a Charity, not much inferior 


ro the bounty of the Donors. 


Chriſts Hoſpital alone, has this year given recep- 
tion to above 400 Children, who are not onl 
provided with all things Neceſſary, and inſtructed 
in Religious and Virtuous Principles; but are dif- 
pos d of to Trades, and uſeful Employments, 
whereby they are put into a capacity of ſubſiſting 
Comfortably and Independently, and being ſer- 
viceable hereafter to the Publick themſelves. The 
Number of thoſe that have thus bin ſent A- 
broad, is 69. | 

From St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital this year, 2197. 
Sick and Wounded Soldiers and Seamen have bin 
Cur'd and Diſcharg d. 131 have after much Ex- 
penſe bin buried, and 3 20 ſtill remain there under 
Cure. 


From 
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From St. Thomas's Hoſpital, have this year bin 

Cur'd and Diſcharg'd, of Sick and Wounded 
Soldiers and Seamen, 2474. 154 have bin buri- 
ed, and 329 {till remain under Cure. 


The Hoſpital of Bridewell, has this year receiv- 
ed 1212 of Vagrants and other miſerable People, 
and bred up 110 in divers Arts and Trades. 


The Hoſpital of Bethlem has this year received 
96 Diſtracted Perſons, Cur'd 58. Buried 19, and 
has yet under Cure 137. 


Theſe are Noble and Uſeful Charities, ſuch 
as will always keep freſh the Memory of the 
dead Benefactors. And the prudent Manage- 
ment whereof, will not fail to recommend to 
our Eſteem, the Care and Piety of the Living. 
And what yet gives us a fuller Idea of the ge- 
nerous and publick Spirit that reigns here, is, 
that the Endowments and Revenues of thele 
Places, fall extreamly ſhort of their conſtant Ex- 

ences. Fires and other Accidents have lel- 
ſen d their Incomes ; but they ſtill cake care not 
to leflen the Charities. The Governors frequent- 
ly ſupply from their own Pockets, what 1s 


wanting in the Rents, and when che Charge 
E. les 
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riſes upon them, they think it more Creditable 
to contract Debts, than draw themſelves within 
a narrower Compaſs. And may it pleaſe God, 
to move the Hearts of good and generous Men, 
to turn their Bounty this way, that theſe pla- 
ces which truſt to, and depend upon ſuch Ac- 
ceſſions, may never feel Inconvenience from their 


Faith; nor be brought to the neceſſity of letting 
Limits ro their Piety. 


| muſt not forget another publick Charity 
of admirable Ule, and which for that reaſon 
deſerves the utmoſt Encouragement ; I mean the 
Work-houſes erected for employing poor Chil- 
dren, and ſuch diftrelled Vagrant Children, as 
are found within the City, and the Liberties 
thereof, This by the Induſtry of the Preſidents, 
and Governors for the poor of the City has bin 
carried ſo far, that 26 . Children of ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes, remaind in the Work houſe this year, 
and 7+, have ſince bin receivd. Of Vagrants 
there remain d 7+, and 89 have fince bin taken 
in 'Thele all according to their Ages and Con 
ditions are Clothed, and Fed, and inſtructed in 
the Principles of Religion, and in honeſt Arts 
and Trades: They are inured to Labour, kept 
cleanly, and di pos'd to honeſty by Encourage: 
ments and Diſcipline, I have not time to ſay, 


of 
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of what wonderful Benefit theſe places are, and 
may be to the Publick, if we can happily fall 
into the right Management of them. Where the 
refuſe of Mankind, they that would otherwiſe 
be the Bane and Scandal of the Commonwealth, 
are relcu'd from Perdition, and made uſeful Mem- 
bers of it. But it is hardly poſſible for Men 
to be better employ'd, than in this Work, or 
to be more Charitable than in their Contribu- 
tions towards it. And may it pleaſe Almighty 
God, to enable thole that undertake it, to lur— 
mount all the Difficulties that croſs their De- 
ſign. They will then have (what one would 
with, to every good and publick ſpirited Man) 
the comfort of their Labours in this Life; and 
when that is at an end, thole Labours will con- 
duct 'em to the Joys that are Above, and that will 
for ever remain. | 
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